
 

 

 

February 6, 2019—On the last day of the federal government shutdown, five young 

adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities who are participants in SEEC’s 

Project SEARCH program spent their afternoon bagging groceries for furloughed federal 

workers at the Capital Area Foodbank.  What many did not know was these five students 

were also victims of the shutdown.   

Project SEARCH is a one-year school-to-work transition program designed for young 

adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities who are either in their last year of 

high school or are recent graduates. Through this program, students develop the tools 

necessary for employment and the skills needed for self-determination and advocacy.  In 

Montgomery County and the District of Columbia, Project SEARCH operates through 

SEEC, a nonprofit provider of employment and community supports for people with developmental disabilities 

based in Silver Spring.     

The cornerstone of Project SEARCH is total workplace immersion in a host business, government entity, or place of 

community employment. Project SEARCH students spend the first part of each day with educators teaching 

necessary job skills and are, then, supported by a team of professionals, including a special education teacher and 

job coach, as they participate in various community-based internships. At the completion of the training program, 

students with significant intellectual and developmental disabilities are often employed in nontraditional, complex, 

and rewarding jobs. 

The five young adults bagging groceries at the food bank just began the second rotation out of three workplace 

immersion experiences in December when the federal government shut down.  The interns were working in 

various positions at the Smithsonian Institution including custodial work, administrative support, and data entry. In 

all, over 20 Project SEARCH participants and recent federal hires were affected by the shutdown working positions 

at such landmarks as the National Museum of Natural History, National Postal Museum, and National Portrait 

Gallery. 

Curtis, a Project SEARCH Employment Consultant with SEEC, noted, “Our students were greatly affected by the 

shutdown.  Our biggest struggle was balancing the need to continuously build skills without wasting time and back 

tracking due to loss of a consistent work environment and daily routine.” Instructors were able to utilize donated 

classroom space to work on job skills during the shutdown, but had to find various opportunities to put those skills 

into practice.  As a result, schedules changed daily and much needed experiential learning was missed. Due to 

program constraints, the students will not make up the time and they will need to move forward with less on site 

learning than previous Project SEARCH classes.  

Treyvon, a Project SEARCH Smithsonian intern noted, “It has been confusing, but I have been coming in to class on 

time and keeping myself accountable. My internship will need me when this is done.”  All five students are now 

back at their internships and all hope to put the shutdown behind them as they look forward to graduation from 

Project SEARCH in May and potential employment opportunities as a result.  

### 

For more information on SEEC’s Project SEARCH see our website at www.seeconline.org 

For press inquiries, contact Carrie McGraw at 443.852.3036 or cmcgraw@seeconline.org  
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